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Hanukka Collection

following the victory of

The Hanukka Festival commemorates the dedication of the Holy Temple :
64 BCE. During

the Jews over the Greek Syrian forces, lead by Antiochus Epiphenes, in the year | '
Antiochus” rule, Jews were forbidden to k("ch their religious laws and were forced to practise
idolatry. The Holy Temple was desecrated by idol worshipping. I'he Jewish rebellion was led by
Matityahu the Hasmonean, and his sons, with Yehuda HaMaccabee at the head. liberated and
purified the Temple. Tradition tells that the candles were rekindled by one small jug of oil which
had not been rendered impure by the Greeks. The miracle of Hanukka is that the jug'WllS
miraculously refilled so that the oil lasted for eight days. It is customary 1O light an additional
Hanukka candle on an eight-branched Hanukka lamp, for each evening of the eight day Festival.
An additional ninth candle is called the Shamash and is used to light the other eight candles. The
Shamash is in the center or on the side of the Hanukka lamp.

'l.'his series of Hanukka issues, designed by Igal Gabay, comprises eight stamps representing the
cnght days of the festival. The stamps depict objects associated with Hanukka and on the right side
of each stamp is an illustration of a Hanukka lamp with candles - an additional lighted candle is
shown to.represent each day of the Festival.
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